Department of Planning & Zoning
Staff Report — Zoning Board of Adjustments
Case No. 2025-19-ZBA

|GENERAL APPLICATION INFORMATION

APPLICANT / PROPERTY OWNER:

Munn Enterprises, Inc. Gerald Swanson for Empire Truck Sales, LLC
7712 Highway 49 North 373 US Hwy 49 South

Hattiesburg, MS 39402 Richland, MS 39218

LOCATION:

10394 Airline Drive, St. Rose; Lot CM-2C, Fairview Plantation

REQUEST:
Waive the maximum sign area and height requirements on Lot CM-2C to permit on-premises signage
totaling 1,528.86 sq. ft. of sign area and permit an on-premises sign at 40 ft. in height.

SITE INFORMATION

SIZE OF PROPERTY: 1,152,804.69 sq. ft. (26.46 acres)
EXISTING ZONING: M-1, Light Manufacturing District

SURROUNDING ZONING AND LAND USE: M-1, C-3; site is located along the Airline Highway corridor
which consists of a mix of commercial and industrial development.

FUTURE LAND USE RECOMMENDATION: Business Park
TRAFFIC ACCESS: Airline Drive
BASE FLOOD ELEVATION (BFE): A99; DFIRM: X

APPLICABLE CODE REGULATION(S)

Appendix A. Section XXI. Sign Regulations
G. Requirements for On-Premises Signs

2. On-premises signs in the C, M, M-S, and AV-1 districts shall be allowed at the rate of one (1)
square foot of sign area for each foot of frontage of the site, not to exceed one (1) ground
sign for each two hundred (200) feet of frontage or fraction thereof, inclusive of off-
premise and general advertising signs.

6. On-premises signs in the C, M, M-S, and AV-1 districts shall be limited to a height of thirty
(30) feet, unless further restricted by other provisions of these regulations.

|DEPARTMENT ANALYSIS & FINDINGS

1.

On May 22, 2025, a permit application was submitted for signage at the Empire Truck Sales facility
under construction on Lot CM-2C, 10394 Airline Drive, St. Rose (Permit No. 49836).

The proposed signage consists of wall signs, a typical on-premises “pylon” sign consisting of 184.86
sq. ft. and 26 ft. in height, and an additional on-premises “billboard” sign consisting of 1,344 sq. ft.
and 40 ft. in height.

Between the two on-premises “pylon” and “billboard” signs, the on-premises sign area proposed on
Lot CM-2C totals 1,528.86 sq. ft., exceeding the 565.5 sq. ft. permitted on this site.

The “billboard” sign exceeds the 30 ft. height limitation for an on-premises sign on Lot CM-2C.

OnJune 9, 2025, a ZBA application was received requesting a waiver from the maximum sign area
and maximum height requirements for the signage proposed on Lot CM-2C.

The request, if approved, would permit:
e 1,528 sq. ft. of on-premises sign area on Lot CM-2C, a 170% increase over the 565.56 sq. ft.
maximum currently permitted.
e The “billboard” on-premises sign at 40 ft. in height, an additional 10 ft. over the 30 ft.
maximum currently permitted.

The Board of Adjustment has not heard a similar variance in the area.

To meet the zoning district requirements the applicant would need to redesign the sign to meet the
sign area and height regulations specific to Lot CM-2C.
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2025-19-ZBA
Sign Regulations in M-1

Var_Type,Decision
[ Elevation,Approved
= Fence,Approved
[ Parking,Approved
[£24) Parking,Denied
=3 Parking,Expired
Setback,Approved
© «  Setback,Denied
=3 Sign_Reg,Pending
=) site_Design,Approved
[0 spatial_Req,Approved
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